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Fact Sheet

Assembly Bill 1911 (Simitian) 

Hands-Free Cell Phone Requirement for CA Drivers

Summary: 


Assembly Bill 1911 requires that automobile drivers who choose to talk on a cell phone while driving do so using a hands-free device.

What the bill does: 
In California there are roughly 25 million cars and trucks, and 11 million cell phones.  It's a potentially deadly mix.  Data collected from the California Highway Patrol shows that cell phones led to more accidents in the first half of 2001 than kids, pets, smoking, eating, and personal hygiene combined.  AB 1911 allows drivers to continue using their cell phones; it simply requires that they do so using a hands-free device (e.g., headset, earpiece or speaker phone).   

AB 1911 sets a fine of forty dollars ($40) for a first offense and fifty dollars ($50) for a second or subsequent offense for drivers who violate this law.  A hands-free requirement would provide a substantial public safety benefit using readily available technology at little, if any, cost. 

In order to allow time for the technology to improve and for drivers to change their cell phone habits, AB 1911 proposes a one-year phase in period. 

Although there is no official support registered for this bill.  A similar bill carried by Mr. Simitian was supported by Verizon Wireless, The Driving School Association of California, SaferDriver.Com, and the City & County of San Francisco.  Last year, the State of New York adopted a hands-free requirement similar to AB 1911.
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