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Fact Sheet

Assembly Bill 2296 (Simitian) 

The Mental Health Services Paperwork Reduction Act

Summary: 


Assembly Bill 2296 requires the State Department of Mental Health (DMH) to identify ways to simplify accounting and reporting requirements for mental health service providers.  The goal is to reduce the time and money mental health providers spend on paperwork and administrative reporting requirements, so that those resources may instead be devoted to providing mental health services to patients in need.

What the bill does: 
Although there are great demands for mental health services in California, there is a serious shortage of both financial and human resources to meet this demand.  As a result of the downturn in the economy and California's current budget shortfall, even fewer dollars will be available to fund mental health services.

AB 2296 establishes the Mental Health Services Paperwork Reduction Act to maximize the availability of scarce mental health dollars for direct services and to minimize the paperwork required from mental health providers to access those funds.

It requires the State Department of Mental Health to work with other state agencies and consult with interested parties to simplify the accounting and reporting requirements in order to eliminate redundancy.

The Department of Mental Health will include in its analysis the following funding streams: Medi-Cal, EPSDT/Medi-Cal, Short-Doyle Medi-Cal, CalWorks Mental Health, Victim Restitution Program, Healthy Families, Alcohol and Drug Treatment programs, County mental health programs and Child Abuse Treatment (CHAT).

This bill is sponsored by the Family Service Council of California, a coalition of non-profit service providers throughout the State of California.  This bill is a responsible way to strengthen California's mental health service delivery system during a period of fiscal uncertainty.
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