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Fact Sheet

Assembly Bill 2922 (Simitian) 

California Personal Information Inventory

Summary: 


Assembly Bill 2922 seeks to enhance the privacy of Californians by establishing the first ever California Personal Information Inventory. AB 2922 requires the State to develop an inventory of the type of personal information it collects, sells, or otherwise releases and to make the generic information available to the public. 

The inventory will allow the public to see what information the State collects about them and what the State does with that information. It will also help the State to assess the appropriateness of the privacy protection measures currently in place.

What the bill does: 
Given the public's increased concern about privacy and identity-theft, the California Legislature has begun to ask questions about how personal information is used, stored and shared. Because the State itself is a repository of personal information, it makes sense to look at what information is collected by various State agencies, whether that information is shared, and if it is shared, under what conditions. 

AB 2922 requires each State Agency to report the categories of personal information that it collects (e.g., name, social security number, home address) and how that information is used and/or released.  This information will be made public in a generic form, so that members of the public will be aware of what information is available about them from the State; and what steps, if any, they may wish to take to protect their privacy.  

This information will be compiled and housed in the California Office of Privacy Protection.  The inventory will then be used by State Legislators to determine whether current privacy protections taken by State Agencies are adequate or should be enhanced.

AB 2922 is modeled after a similar Federal Statute [5 USCS § 552a (2001)] that requires an annual inventory of personal information collected by the Federal Government.  
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