September 15, 2008
The Honorable Arnold Schwarzenegger

Governor

State of California

State Capitol

Sacramento, California 95814

Re: SB 31 – Identification Documents 

Dear Governor Schwarzenegger:

I write to request your signature on Senate Bill (SB) 31, a Radio Frequency Identification (RFID) measure with no opposition and support from both the American Civil Liberties Union and the American Electronics Association.
Senate Bill 31 does two simple but necessary things. It makes it illegal to “skim” (surreptitiously read and record) information from RFID-enabled IDs without consent, and it makes it illegal to disclose RFID “system keys” (similar to a secret codebook).   This bill has broad bipartisan support, receiving no “no” votes in either House of the Legislature in its final form.

Unfortunately, existing law doesn’t specifically criminalize the unauthorized interception of RFID signals. Senate Bill 31 remedies 

this hole in existing law by making it clear that skimming and system key disclosure are expressly prohibited conduct.

For these reasons I respectfully request your signature on SB 31.
Sincerely,

S. Joseph Simitian

State Senator, 11th District

cc:
Chris Ryan

Chris Kahn

Michael Prosio

