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Fact Sheet

Assembly Bill 1945 (Simitian) 

Open Meetings

Summary: 


AB 1945 protects the public interest by helping make sure that confidential information discussed in a confidential meeting remains confidential. Specifically, AB 1945 makes it explicitly unlawful to publicly disclose confidential information that is the basis for a local legislative body to meet in a legally held closed session pursuant to the Brown Act. 

What the bill does: 
The “Brown Act” governs the way in which local governmental bodies hold both public and non-public (i.e., closed session) meetings. The Brown Act sets forth specific and limited conditions under which a legislative body may hold a closed session meeting that excludes members of the public. Examples include discussing pending litigation, real estate negotiations, and personnel matters, among others. 

While the Brown Act is clear about what may and may not be discussed in a closed session meeting, it is silent about participants sharing the proceedings outside a lawful closed session meeting. Because it is in the public’s interest that confidential or privileged information (legal strategies, real estate negotiating points, and personnel information, for example) not be made public, AB 1945 clarifies that it is a violation of the Brown Act to divulge closed session proceedings without the formal approval of the governing board. 

The penalty for violating the provisions of this bill include seeking injunctive relief from the court (e.g., preventing a person from further divulging closed session information or attending closed sessions), referral to a grand jury, or in the case of an employee appropriate disciplinary action. The provisions only apply to meetings that are appropriately and lawfully held pursuant to the Brown Act. Members wishing to report violations of the Brown Act would not be affected.
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