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Fact Sheet

Assembly Bill 886 (Simitian) 

Educational Rights of Court-Orphaned Minors

Summary: 


AB 886 requires that whenever a court specifically limits the right of a parent or guardian to make educational decisions for a child, the court must immediately appoint another responsible adult to make educational decisions for that child.

The goal is to protect the educational rights of "court-orphaned minors."

What the bill does: 
AB 886 protects the educational rights of "court-orphaned minors."  

The phrase "court-orphaned minor" is often used to describe children who are abused, neglected, abandoned or delinquent and who become wards of the court, but have not been assigned a responsible adult who can make educational decisions on their behalf.  Such children may be placed in group homes, shelters or foster family settings, but they are often left without anyone legally authorized to speak for them and/or make decisions for them within the public school system.  

A school-aged child in this situation might, for example, be unable to register for school because a school district of residence cannot be determined without the residence of the parent/guardian of the child.  Similarly, a child in this circumstance may have difficulty receiving special education services, be unable to take required medications at school, or may not have an information card with someone to contact in case of an emergency.

To remedy this problem, AB 886 requires that when a court specifically limits the right of a parent or guardian to make educational decisions for a child, the court must immediately appoint another responsible adult to make educational decisions for that child.

Similarly, AB 886 would also require that in probate matters (when a youngster's parents have passed away), when the court grants a petition to remove the guardian or conservator of a minor or tender the resignation of the guardian or conservator, if the court does not immediately appoint a successor guardian or conservator, the court shall appoint a responsible adult to make educational decisions for the minor until a successor guardian is appointed.
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