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Fact Sheet

Assembly Bill 2297 (Simitian) 

The Online Privacy and Disclosure Act of 2002

Summary: 


Assembly Bill 2297 ensures that Californian's who use the Internet know what their privacy protections are, and ensures that those guarantees are honored.

What the bill does: 
Assembly Bill 2297 requires that all individuals or entities that operate a Website or online service that collects personal information through the internet from California residents conspicuously post a privacy policy stating what information they collect and the categories of individuals with whom they share the information.

Many consumers refuse to do business online because they have little protection against abuse.  This bill provides meaningful privacy protections that will help foster the continued growth of the Internet economy.  This bill provides such protection by allowing individuals to rely on a company’s posted policy, and should provide consumers with greater comfort about doing business online.

Currently the law is unclear on what recourse individuals may have, if any, when somebody chooses not to honor their posted privacy policy.  Right now, the only sure method of recourse is to literally make a federal case of the matter.  This bill provides for meaningful and accessible enforcement under California Law.
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